
 
St. Ambrose Parish Pastoral Council Meeting 

Minutes for March 26, 2024 
7:30 p.m. Foyer 

 
Present: Greg Schmidt, Kevin Kinahan, Fr. Ian, Deacon Peter, Elizabeth Sutton, Lynne Schaaf,  
Dave Schaaf, Shelley Lohues, Harley Packer, Denise Roosen  
 
Not Available: Bonnie Sturm, Brent Christensen, Martha Lopez, and Dennis Cote 
  
1. Opening Prayer - Fr. Ian led the group in prayer.  
 
2. Approval of the Agenda  

    Motion: That the agenda be approved.  Moved - Kevin Seconded – Denise, CARRIED.  
 
3. Approval of the Minutes of the meeting from Jan 30, 2024  

    Motion: That the Minutes be approved as submitted.  Moved - Kevin Seconded – Lynne, 
CARRIED.  
 
4. Finance Report – Elizabeth  
    No report as Leanne, the bookkeeper, has not provided information for the February financials.  

Will include report on February & March financial at next meeting.  
 
5. Pastor’s Report – Fr. Ian  
    a) The Diocese is encouraging the use of the Personality Dimension assessment as part of team 
building (DISC).  
    b) The Deanery has requested that Fr. Ian continue to cover Milk River.  
    c) Deacon Peter will be doing some upcoming Baptisms.  
    d) 1st Communion classes are starting in the parish. 
  
 
6. Old Business  

    a) Parish Pastoral Council Membership Update – Martha Lopez and Dennis Cote have agreed to 
join the Pastoral Council, and Julie DeBoer and Adam Zanoni have expressed interest.  
    b) Rectory Update  
        i)  The extra house furniture will be moved to the garage at the Olde Rectory in Coaldale.  

        ii) The floor has been poured, framing underway, & garage door installed at St. Catherine’s 
rectory.  

        iii) The Knights will inspect the Coaldale house for repairs needed prior to sale, and will also 
assist with moving furniture to the garage.  
 
7. New Business  

    a) Spring Cleaning ideas: 
        - Host a spring cleaning event to cleanup outside. Date April 20/2024.  

        - Host a similar event in the fall with the focus being cleaning up inside the church.   

These events would provide an opportunity to strengthen parish community.  Promotion to be done in 
church bulletin, Knights & CWL to communicate through their mailing lists  

    b) Funerals  
        i) Altar Servers will be provided through the Knights.  The office will need to contact Kevin as 
Grand Knight when there is a need.  Need to investigate that there are robes for adult servers.  
   c) Knights-led Mass on May 26 - Knights will fill the ministries for the 9am Mass.  
 



    d) Parish Renewal Session  
       i) Fr. Ian, Harley & Greg attended Diocesan update webinar on ? 

       ii) Parish Renewal Team is in place and met a couple of weeks ago.  

Members:  John Lohues, Laura Elliot, Helen Layton, Tom Miklos, Harley & Philomena Packer.  

Each of the team members will take the lead on one of the ‘Five Areas of Parish Life Being Renewed’ 
as described in the ‘You Belong’ brochure.  This brochure creates the road map for the PRT, and will 
guide the PPC strategic plan.  The PRT & PPC needs to work together as we move forward. There 
should also be cross representation at their respective meetings.  DISC profiling, team building & 
parish survey are to be completed by June.  

 
8. Committee Reports  

    a) Finance Committee – no report  

    b) Liturgy Committee – report attached.   
        i) 17 youth are registered for Sacramental Preparation 
(1st Communion).  
        ii) It was suggested that there be a wine and cheese celebration after Easter Vigil in 2026.  
    c) Knights of Columbus – report attached  

    d) CWL – report attached.  
        i) The CWL has 5 new members.  

        ii) They are discussing the possibility of a garage sale, maybe a joint event (i.e.:  mobile 
shredding, hot dogs & burgers?).  

    e) St. Joseph School – no report.   

    f) Hall report – attached.  

    g) Pastoral Care – no report.  

    h) Building Maintenance – no report.  

    i) Parish Renewal webinar – Greg’s notes are attached.  
 
9. Closing Prayer - Fr. Ian led the group in prayer.  
 
Next meeting will be April 23, 2024, at 7:30 pm.   

Upcoming meetings are May 28 and June 25. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



St. Ambrose Parish 
Parish Pastoral Council Reports 

March 2024 
 
 

CWL Report for Parish Pastoral Council 
March 2024 

 

Lenten and Easter greetings to all of the Parish Pastoral Council. 

March has proved to be a very busy month for the CWL. 

A few of our members attended the World Day of Prayer at the Coaldale Mennonite Church on March 

1st. 

Six of our members attended the CWL Regional meeting on a snowy Saturday, March 2nd at 

Assumption Church in Lethbridge.  It was great to celebrate mass with Fr. Kevin.  We had a 

presentation and workshop session on social media in the church, following up from a news release 

from Pope Francis.  We skipped along rather smartly through things as the weather turned somewhat 

nasty later in the morning. 

We served at our monthly Friday at the Lethbridge Soup Kitchen.  We usually get about 6 or our 

members and some spouses that show up to help prepare and serve lunch on the second Friday of 

the month. 

We had our general meeting on the 13th where we passed our budget, approved our activities 

calendar for the year, and did our instructed vote for the Diocesan Convention in May and the 

Provincial Convention in June. 

We had a little gift bag for the First Reconciliation students on Sat. March 16th. 

We had our executive installation at the 9 am mass on Sun. March 17th as well, we hosted Sunday 

hospitality after mass that morning. 

We handed out popsicle treats to the students and staff at St. Joe’s on Tues. March 19th for the feast 

day of St. Joseph’s. 

We also had a bunch of people who saw the movie Cabrini on the 19th. 

We continue to lead the Rosary on Monday mornings at 10 am. 

March proved to be a very busy month.  April will be busy as well. 

On behalf of the CWL, I wish all of you a very blessed and happy Easter.   

 
Respectfully submitted – Lynne Schaaf CWL President 
 

 

 

Knights of Columbus Council 7082 
P.P.C. Report for March 2024 

 

1. Still looking at ways to re-stain pews 
2. Youth masses: 

a. Served cookies and green juice for youth Mass on Mar. 17 (thanks Gord) 



b. Tentative date for next youth mass – Apr. 28 (sausages??) 
3. Looking at new service projects: 

a. Church clean up / yard work 
b. Altar serving for funerals 

4. April 3 meeting – Social time at St. Joseph School.  An evening of fun for Knights and 
spouses. 

5. Membership Drive – Host mass hopefully on May 26 at 9am 
 

Peace and prayers, 
Kevin Kinahan, 
Grand Knight, Council 7082 
 

 

Liturgy Committee Report for PPC 
March 26, 2024 

 

 
The Liturgy Committee has been hard at work preparing for the Holy season of Easter. 
 
During Lent it has facilitated the Friday Soup and Bun suppers and Stations of the Cross. Angela 
Lohues, as our secretary (she has taken over from Elizabeth Sutton who did the job for a bajillion 
years! Thanks Liz!), did a great job of sending out emails to organize people for the food that was 
needed. Everything went smoothly I believe.   
The Triduum is being organized by the committee with people being gathered for foot washing and 
the Music Ministry people preparing the music needed for four intensive days of celebrations. 
Volunteers for ushering and decorating are also being organized.   
 
Sacramental Prep under the coordination of Sylvia Zalik has yielded a group of 35 children who had 
their Sacrament of Reconciliation March 9th. First Holy Communion preparation will be next with 
classes starting after Easter. 
 
We facilitated a special novena in the parish to St. Joseph for our parish. Special prayer cards were 
ordered (at no cost to the parish) and handed out to the parishioners and First Reconciliation 
candidates. We wait to see the answers to our prayers. 
 
Our next thing is the Novena to the Divine Mercy starting on Good Friday and ending with prayers at 
2:30 on Divine Mercy Sunday. We will be meeting at the church that Sunday and need to be done 
before 3:30 for the 4:00 Sunday Mass. 
 
While we are having many blessings and successes, we are still struggling from the after effects of 
Covid (aren’t we all?) and a general lack of attendance. Altar servers, ushers, Children’s Liturgy are 
all in great need of people. As with any organization, the few serve the many and our volunteers are 
recycled over and over. Still, we trust the Lord to provide and carry on. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Shelley Lohues 
 
 
 
 

 

 



  



 

 

 

 

 



 


